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Logistics manager Nico van de Wetering has noth-

ing but praise for the Pendel-X. Just like his uncle, 

managing director Alex van de Wetering. They 

experience the practical advantages of the low-loader 

on a daily basis. Not only in small marinas, but also in 

seaports because quite often the boats travel part of 

the way by ferry. To and from England, Scandinavia, 

Belgium, Spain, Italy or Greece. “The Pendel-X has a 

much more generous ground clearance than other 

low-loaders, which is of great benefit when we have 

to drive over the loading ramps of the ferries. Or 

when we have to cross railway lines, which are found 

in most seaports. Especially in Croatia and Slovenia”, 

says Nico, who as the planner and project manager 

for exceptional transports is busy every day ensuring 

that each transport is organised meticulously. 

Eleven Pendel-X Euro low-loaders. That number 

already says enough about the advantages that Van 

de Wetering sees in the Pendel-X. After its introduc-

tion in 2005 the low-loader was welcomed with open 

arms by European construction companies and road 

builders in particular, because it made it easy for them 

to transport their large construction and earthmoving 

plant. 

EUROPEAN SERVICENETWORK
But the Pendel-X also proved to be ideal for the 

transport of large vessels and motor/sailing yachts. 

Van de Wetering was one of the first to realize this 

and bought one at once.  Alex: “I was visiting Noot-

eboom at the time and sneaked a quick look behind 

the black curtain. There stood the prototype of the 

Pendel-X. When I saw it I thought straightaway: ‘Now 

there’s a good idea!’ 

Alex van de Wetering likes doing business with 

Nooteboom. He bought his first trailer from them in 

1986. “It is a reliable make and the service is excellent 

too”. Nephew Nico agrees. “Nooteboom has a good 

European service network. We go everywhere, as far 

as Greece, the Ukraine and Russia. There have been 

occasions when we have broken down there, but 

we have always been helped on our way quickly and 
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efficiently. The last thing you want to do is being stuck 

somewhere out there for a week, especially carrying 

a boat. If the owners arrive by plane on Saturday, the 

boat must be there on Friday”.

EXTRA LOAD CAPACITY
In addition to the manoeuvrability, the extra load ca-

pacity of 13.4 tonnes (even as much as 14 tonnes with 

exemption!) per axle line of the Pendel-X is a huge 

advantage: Nico: “In Germany especially, where we 

often drive through on the way to Slovenia or Croatia, 

we have 12 tonnes per axle line at our disposal.  If we 

then have to choose between 2 axles or 3 axles, we 

usually prefer 2 axles. Because that will give us more 

space on the load floor too. The load floor is double 

extendible, so that’ll make a difference of 3 x 1.36 

metres. And that are important dimensions for us if we 

want to stay within a total length of 16.5 metres”.  

In practice the Pendel-X proved to have another 

significant advantage. “The tyre wear on the Pendel-X 

is much less than on the low-loaders with knuckle 

steering. With the Pendel-X every ride height is pos-

sible without extra tyre wear. The tyres last up to twice 

as long”, says Nico. “And as an added bonus the fuel 

consumption of the Pendel-X is lower too. “

A quick glance around the company site of Van de 

Wetering tells us that the low-loaders, almost without 

exception, are equipped with vessel floors.  The vessel 

floors of the Pendel-X are hydraulically adjustable in 

length and width. Noticeable too are the adjustable 

goosenecks on some of the low-loaders. “The bow of 

the ship fits neatly in the open space and the combina-

tion length remains more compact”, explains Nico. 

“We also have two Jeepdolly’s in our fleet that can be 

used, together with the many extension beams and 

floor parts, with any Nooteboom trailer.”
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Internationaal Transport Van de Wetering is a 

leading marine haulage company in Europe. 

The company, based in Loosdrecht, is already 

in existence since 1955, but especially during 

the last few years it has grown considerably 

and now employs 65 people. The company 

has currently around forty tractors and trucks 

with trailers. Eighteen of the semi-trailers are 

of the Nooteboom make, no less than eleven 

of them being Pendel-X Euro low-loaders. Van 

de Wetering are specialists in marine haulage. 

On average they transport around 120 boats 

a week, varying in length from 5 to 25 metres 

and with masts that can be up to 60 metres 

long. Their customers come from all over the 

world. “Only twenty percent of them are Dutch. 

The rest are from Russia, Slovenia, Croatia, UK, 

France, Scandinavia, Poland, Austria and many 

from Switzerland”, says managing director Alex 

van de Wetering.


